
Household Energy Assessment Rapid Tool (HEART)  
The WHO Household Energy Assessment Rapid Tool (HEART) helps policy makers and program 
implementers evaluate the household energy situation in their country and identify key 
stakeholders working on issues related to household energy and health. The tool is designed 
for use in countries where a large proportion of the population uses polluting fuels for 
cooking, heating and lighting, and can be completed by a specialist or team of specialists with 
knowledge of energy and environmental health issues. The information collected with the 
tool is compiled into a comprehensive report that can help countries understand the current 
energy situation in their location. This HEART report includes a synthesis of barriers to adoption 
of clean household energy and opportunities for increasing cleaner household energy use. 

Who should use HEART?

The HEART template is designed to be used by technical specialists 
with expertise in energy and/or environmental health who are 
working in collaboration with governments to understand the 
household energy situation  and inform plans for clean energy 
policies or programs. 

What is HEART? 

HEART is a template containing a series of questions designed 
to help governments compile information on general country 
characteristics, health impacts of household air pollution, national 
energy infrastructure, household energy use, and programs, policies 
and stakeholders related to household energy and air pollution. 
Through a combination of reviewing existing information and 
collecting data through surveys or interviews, users can obtain the 
information needed to generate a report describing the current 
household energy and air pollution situation in their country and 
the stakeholders involved. Understanding country-specific energy-
related needs will enable governments to create an action plan to 
address those needs by drawing upon the relevant stakeholders and 
working within the systems identified. 
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What information is collected with HEART?
Through a combination of computer-based research and interviews with key stakeholders, the HEART template guides users in conducting a rapid 
situational assessment and stakeholder mapping. HEART is used to collect the following information:

Rapid Situational Assessment

•  General Country Context: An overview of geographical, demographic, 
economic and health information 

•  Health Impacts of Household Air Pollution: Includes data on household 
air pollution levels and health impacts in the country 

•  National Household Energy Context: Explains the country’s national 
energy profile, as well as infrastructure and market characteristics for 
household fuels 

•  Household Energy Use: Captures information on the extent to which 
different fuels and technologies are used for household cooking, heating, 
and lighting, as well as practices, perceptions and other factors related to 
their use 

•  Existing Household Energy Programmes and Policies: Describes 
existing governmental or other programmes and policies related to 
household energy access, air quality and climate change, including social 
or other policies or programmes into which clean household energy could 
be integrated.

•  Recent Natural Disasters and Other Disruptions: Explores how natural 
disasters and other disruptions (i.e. disease outbreaks) impact household 
energy availability and use, as well as measures for supporting energy 
access during such events.

Stakeholder Mapping

•  Governmental Agencies involved in addressing HAP: Explains the 
structure of relevant governmental ministries and their role in addressing 
issues related to household energy. 

•  Health Sector Role: Assesses awareness and engagement of health sector 
professionals in addressing household air pollution and its health impacts.

•  Non-Governmental Stakeholders: Maps other partners engaged 
in household energy work in the country (i.e. non-governmental 
organizations, cooperation agencies, international agencies, and 
researchers/universities).

•  Coordination Mechanisms: Highlights strategies employed to coordinate 
household energy work across sectors and partners. 

Resources and Contact Information

HEART Template and related resources: https://www.who.int/tools/household-
energy-assessment-rapid-tool-templates (includes links to previously-
completed HEART reports and relevant WHO databases)

Questions? Contact householdenergy@who.int 

Why should a country use HEART?

By walking users through data collection step-by-step, the HEART template 
enables countries to systematically develop a comprehensive situational 
assessment and stakeholder mapping report. The information in the report 
provides essential information that can be used to design policies and 
programs that address the identified household energy needs in ways that 
align with and build upon the country’s existing systems and infrastructure. 

Examples of how HEART can be used in practice

HEART assessment have been conducted around the world to support:

•  Identification of existing challenges related to household energy in the 
country that need to be addressed

•  Formation of a taskforce focused on household energy and air pollution by 
drawing on identified stakeholders from across multiple ministries

•  Development of an action plan for promoting clean household energy 
accounting for the unique energy needs in the country and the existing 
systems and infrastructure within which the plan would be implemented 

•  Incorporation of a household energy objective or support for clean energy 
use into existing policies or programs 

• Integration of health, energy and environment sectors

Countries that have conducted a HEART report include

India

Ethiopia

Ghana

Kenya

Nepal

Rwanda

Honduras 

Panama 

Paraguay 

Peru
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