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ACRONYMS AND NOTES

AEFI adverse events following immunization
AFP acute flaccid paralysis
BCG Bacille Calmette-Guerin vaccine
bOPV bivalent oral poliovirus vaccine
CRS congenital rubella syndrome
cVDPV circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus
DHS demographic health survey
DQSA data quality self-assessment
DT diphtheria and tetanus toxoid, children’s dose
DTaP diphtheria and tetanus toxoid with acellular pertussis vaccine
DTP diphtheria and tetanus toxoid with pertussis vaccine
DTwP diphtheria and tetanus toxoid with whole cell pertussis vaccine
eJRF WHO/UNICEF Electronic Joint Reporting Form for Immunization
EVM effective vaccine management
FIC fully-immunized child
HBsAg hepatitis B surface antigen
HepA hepatitis A vaccine
HepB hepatitis B vaccine
HepB BD hepatitis B vaccine birth dose
Hib Haemophilus influenzae type b vaccine
HPV human papillomavirus vaccine
IPV inactivated polio vaccine
IPVf inactivated polio vaccine fractional dose
IR incidence rate
JE Japanese encephalitis
LMIC low- and middle-income countries
MCV measles-containing vaccine
MenA ps meningococcal A polysaccharide vaccine
MenAC ps meningococcal AC polysaccharide vaccine
MenACYW conj meningococcal ACYW-135 conjugate vaccine
MenACYW ps meningococcal ACYW-135 polysaccharide vaccine
MenC conj meningococcal C conjugate vaccine
MICS multiple indicator cluster survey
MMR measles, mumps and rubella vaccine
MMRV measles, mumps, rubella and varicella vaccine
MNT maternal and neonatal tetanus
MR measles and rubella vaccine
NA not applicable
ND no data
NIP national immunization programme
NITAG national immunization technical advisory group
NUV new and underutilized vaccines and biologicals
OPV oral poliovirus vaccine
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Explanatory notes:
1. Data sources

a. Main source of data is the WHO/UNICEF Electronic Joint Reporting Form (eJRF) on 
Immunization, unless otherwise specified.

b. For immunization coverage, two different sources of data are used: (1) “WHO/UNICEF 
estimates of national immunization coverage (WUENIC)” which are the official estimates 
prepared annually by WHO and UNICEF from the coverage data reported by Member States, 
as well as data reported in published and grey literature; and (2) “Reported coverage” which 
are the official country estimates, if available; otherwise, national administrative coverage 
is used.

c. For AFP and measles surveillance data, data is taken from monthly country submissions to 
WHO.

d. Population estimates - United Nations World Population Prospects: 2022 Revision
e. Financing data - World Bank: World Development Indicators

2. Denominators
a. From the 37 countries and areas in the Region, Pitcairn Islands is not included in this 

publication due to unavailability of data.
b. For measles and rubella elimination, Pacific island countries and areas are verified as one 

group.
c. For AFP and measles surveillance indicators, Pacific island countries and areas are considered 

as one reporting block.
3. Regional coverage is the weighted average based on total population among reporting 

countries.
4. Zero-dose children is calculated as the difference between the number of under-1 year olds (i.e., 

surviving infants) and the number of children vaccinated with DTP1; negative values mean that 
the number of zero-dose children have increased.

5. New and under-utilized vaccines include: Hib, HPV, JE, PCV and rotavirus vaccine.  Number of 
remaining NUV introductions as of 2020 among LMIC was 36.

6. A NITAG is considered “functional” if it satisfies all of the following conditions: with legislative 
or administrative basis, having a formal written terms of reference, having at least 5 areas of 
expertise represented in the group, met at least once per year with agenda and background 
documents distributed, and members required to disclose conflict of interest.
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PAB protected at birth
PCV pneumococcal conjugate vaccine
Pol3 third dose of polio vaccine
PPV pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine
RCV rubella-containing vaccine
RV rotavirus vaccine
SARS-CoV2 severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
SIA supplementary immunization activity
Td tetanus and diphtheria toxoid for older children and adults
Tdap tetanus, diphtheria toxoid, acellular pertussis for older children and adults
TT tetanus toxoid vaccine
Typhoid conj typhoid conjugate vaccine
VDPV vaccine-derived polio virus
VitA vitamin A supplements
VPD vaccine-preventable disease
WPV wild polio virus




